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Call for contributions 

 
Process of reflection 

“Evolution of agrarian structures and access for young people to land”  

1. General framework of the call for proposals 

 

Having decided to conduct a collective reflection process over the next 12 months on the issue of agrarian  

structures and access for young people to land in developing countries, the “Land Tenure and 

Development” Technical Committee held the first session of this process on 28 November. 

 

This subject was identified by the Committee’s members as a priority work item, with a view to starting 

global reflection on development models taking the issue of employment for young rural people in the 

agricultural sector into account, in a context of pressure on land and natural resources, climate change and 

substantial demographic growth.  

 

Following a first scoping workshop in March 2017 and a call for proposals launched in June 2017, the 

Agter and Terres d’Europe-SCAFR organisations were selected to coordinate this collective reflection, 

with scientific support from the chair of comparative agriculture at the AgroParisTech School. This new 

process of reflection follows on from previous work on the formalisation of land rights, large-scale land 

appropriation and the Commons.  

The objective is to produce a framework for analysis and operational guidelines that will make it possible 

to facilitate dialogue and decision-making between land and agricultural policy stakeholders and their 

partners. These tools will call into question the pertinence of local initiatives, land and agricultural policies 

and cooperation programmes and projects, with regard to the issue of access for young people to land-use 

rights. 

Creating employment for the largest possible number of people, and particularly for young people, has 

become a major preoccupation for political deciders. The belief that agriculture has an essential role to 

play in meeting this challenge is widely shared: what remains to be determined is which types of agrarian 

structures would favour the creation and even distribution of employment, and a balance in relations 

between the various land chain stakeholders (owners, managers, tenants, etc.). This reflection process will 

provide the keys to answer this question and help deciders to identify the determining factors according 

to the specificities of various contexts. 

This work will take place over one year, and will be an opportunity to deal with major issues such as:  

 What consequences for employment, especially that of young people, for the growth of cities, for 

international migrations and for the environment will the various possible trajectories of the 

evolution of agrarian structures in developing countries have? 

 What types of models for organising crop and livestock production should be  promoted in the 

various countries to face the major challenges of the 21st century embodied by demographic 

growth and increasing food and energy requirements, climate change and loss of biodiversity, 
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growing levels of inequalities and increasing monopolisation of natural 

resources by a minority? 

 How do rural land policies influence agrarian structures and which policies should be prioritised 

to facilitate access of young people to land.  

To make progress on these issues, work will be conducted in particular via (i) a succinct literary review 

of materials on the subject, which are already abundant; this will make it possible to transcribe the main 

trajectories of agrarian structures in diverse geographies and continents (including French and European), 

(ii) clarification of the various key concepts (family farming, young farmers, public policy, land, natural 

resources, etc.), (iii) analyses and case studies at various scales, ranging from production units to macro-

economic dynamics, and (iv) moments of discussion and contradictory debates with the various land 

tenure policy stakeholders and specialists on the subject. 

 

Analyses and case studies at various scales (iii) are the subject of this call for contributions.  

2. Theme and scope of expected contributions 

 
Among the various different aspects covered by the overall issue of the reflection process, particular focus 

will be placed on procedures for setting up agricultural activities in the broad sense (crop farming, 

livestock farming, fishing, forestry) by women and men who are young or less young.  

 By procedures for setting up we mean procedures for access to agricultural land-use rights.  

 In the context of the reflection process, the term “young” does not strictly speaking refer to age 

but to the notion of passing from one generation to the next. 

In this respect, procedures for setting up are closely related to the issue of land. These procedures may 

take extremely diverse forms, according to the cultural and anthropological reality of populations, 

according to regions, or according to the socio-economic changes underway. The coordinators of the 

reflection process want these procedures to be documented via contributions from participants in the 

Committee and other people, partners in Europe and in developing countries, and other interlocutors in 

these regions who would accept to share analyses and feedback on experience in this framework. 

 

This aspect of the reflection process must ensure that reflections are based on concrete realities in the field 

via presentation of case studies. The cases discussed in this way will necessarily be specific, but they 

should make it possible to confront the reflection process with the diversity of local situations. This 

diversity should be understood and apprehended in order to construct operational tools.  

Expected contributions will focus on the procedures for young people to set up agricultural 

activities, but also non agricultural activities (development of opportunities outside the agricultural 

sector, multi-activity), in territories studied at varying scales (from local to national), confronted with 

the acceleration of changes in their environment (cultural, economic, environmental, social… ).  

 

These can be constructed in relation to one or both of the two following approaches:  

- Characterisation of young people’s strategies for setting up activities, which are used by 

inhabitants in the territory studied. Given the most substantial evolutions over recent decades in 

this zone (demography, economic evolutions and national and global policies... ), the authors will 

demonstrate how the strategies implemented in the past became inappropriate (ineffective, and 

sometimes even counterproductive) and which mechanisms for realigning adequacies were 

implemented, with which results and which limits. 
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- Presentation and analysis of public or non-governmental initiatives 

aimed at favouring access for young people and new producers to land, intended to remove 

obstacles to facilitate setting up of activities, whether these initiatives were successful or not. 

 

The realities documented must be observed in Sub-Saharan Africa, North Africa, Central & South 

America and Asia. 

3. Focal points 

 
The term “family”, together with the expression “family farming”, cover very different realities according 

to different periods, and according to cultural and geographic spaces. These are one of the nubs for any 

reflection on the evolution of agrarian structures over several generations. Yet, family dynamics are rarely 

described precisely in the available case studies: they are often perceived as obvious by local stakeholders, 

who do not see the need to make them explicit for external observers. For the latter, studying these family 

dynamics is a difficult exercise, which requires that the past be carefully explored, that the current 

situation be fully known, and that the nature of decisions made by family members anticipating the future 

be understood. Many external observers in this case run the risk of extrapolating systems of functioning 

that they know elsewhere, without trying to understand the specificity of the families on which they are 

working. Often these difficulties are added to by linguistic and conceptual problems, and 

misunderstandings generating substantial repercussions can arise.  

 

Authors of case studies are therefore warmly invited to provide, in their contributions, elements of 

ethno/anthropological characterisation of the family in the cases they describe.  

 

 For example, it will be useful for the reflection process to present, in a simple manner, how 

lineage, the extended family and the nuclear family structure certain social groups and explain 

their specific procedures for reproducing production units and, through this, human beings.  

 

 These ethno/anthropological characteristics also feature in understanding the strategies deployed 

by young people faced with evolutions of context, and in understanding the concrete effects of 

public policies and non-governmental initiatives aimed at facilitating the setting up of activities. 

4. Selection process and format of expected contributions 

 

a. Firstly, only notes of intent to contribute are to be sent by authors. These notes must 

present in one page the subject, the sources used and the angle of analysis/the issue 

targeted. They will also mention, if possible, how the contribution will shed light on the 

importance of families (anthropological characteristics and possible changes) and their 

link with the transformation of agrarian structures.  

 

They must be sent by email by 16 March 2018, to the following address:  

chantierjeunesetfoncier@agter.org  

b. Selection of proposed contributions retained by the coordinators of the Reflection process, 

in coordination with the secretariat of the Land and Development Technical Committee. 

Notification to authors by 5 April 2018.  

mailto:chantierjeunesetfoncier@agter.org
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c. Writing of the contributions by the selected authors sending of completed contributions 

via email by 18 May 2018, to the same address: chantierjeunesetfoncier@agter.org  

Completed contributions will not need to comply with any particular formal or academic 

requirements. They may take the form of feedback from the field, life stories, presentations 

of initiatives, summaries or updates on university research.  

The documents can have a format of 2 to 20 pages. The objective is to gather feedback on 

and analyses of experiences in the field from researchers, producers’ organisations, 

national and local public administrations, etc. 

d. Feedback from the reflection process coordination team, any request for complementary 

elements, selection of case studies that will be presented orally at the work day in June / 

July 2018 and those that will be distributed solely in paper or electronic format. 

5. Remuneration and highlighting of contributions 

This work will not be the subject of any remuneration. The most pertinent contributions will be presented 

and debated with the members of the “Land tenure and Development” Technical Committee, and by their 

authors during the fourth working session of the reflection process, which will take place over a full day 

(June - july 2018 in Paris).  

 

At the end of the reflection process, the most qualitative contributions will be the subject of a publication 

in one or other of the “Land Tenure and Development” Technical Committee’s collections (Regards sur 

le foncier, pedagogical factsheets, etc.), having been proofread by the members of the “Land Tenure and 

Development” Technical Committee and the coordination team, and in light of the findings of the 

collective reflection. 

6. Reminder of the timeline and deadlines  

16 March 2018 at the latest. Submission of a one-page note of intent to contribute to the following 

address:  chantierjeunesetfoncier@agter.org 

5 April 2018. Notification to the authors of proposed contributions  

18 May 2018 at latest. Sending of completed contributions, (2 to 20 pages long) to the same address:  

chantierjeunesetfoncier@agter.org  

June / July 2018 (date to be specified). Session of the Land and Development Technical Committee 

reflection process with presentation and discussion of case studies. 

End of 2018. Publication by the Land and Development Technical Committee of the most interesting 

contributions. 
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